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In this lecture, an overview of issues and practices in gifted
education will be presented with an emphasis on cultural norms
and a focus on "mathematical" giftedness. Political, sociological
and cultural issues in gifted education in the U.S. and
elsewhere is provided. In particular the issue of elitism
associated with identification and/or addressing the needs of
highly able students is addressed. Time permitting, we will also
examine programs devised for identification and meeting the
needs of mathematically gifted students such as the landmark
Johns Hopkins Study of Mathematically Precocious Youth.
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