HW 9 SPSS Instructions

The only problem that uses SPSS is #3:

First download the file MaxFootDistance.sav from the course webpage.  See past homework assignments for the construction of a histogram in SPSS.
The following items outline how to select a random sample of 35 students and compute the sample mean maximum distance (for #3c). 

Before starting the sampling process,  Click Transform, then click Random Number Generators. Check the

Set Starting Point box. Make sure “Random” (the default) is selected and then click OK. This step tells SPSS to start at a random place in its table of random numbers.

 You will have to repeat items 1 through 8 for each sample mean.

1. Click Data, then click Select Cases. 


-The “Select Cases” window will appear.

2. Select Random sample of cases.

3. Click the Sample button directly underneath Random sample of cases. The “Select Cases:

Random Sample” window appears.

4. Click Exactly, then enter the size of the sample (35 in this case) to be selected in the first box

and the total number of cases in the data set (370 in this data set) in the second box. 

5. Click Continue.

6. Click OK.

7. If you look at the data in data view, you will notice that most of the data (all except the 35 being sampled) now have a line through the case number.  This means that these cases are not being included in any calculations you make.  Every calculation you make now is only for the 35 randomly selected students.  

8.  Go to Analyze -> Descriptive Statistics -> Frequencies.   Place the Maximum Distance Variable in the Variable box.  Click on Statistics and check the mean under “Central Tendancy”.  Click “Continue” and then click “Ok” once back in the frequencies box.  Remember that if you want to avoid having the frequency table print out each time, uncheck the box in the lower left hand corner of the frequencies window.  

You will have to repeat this process nine other times to get the 10 total sample means you need for this problem.  (If you notice you are getting the same means each time, then you are doing something wrong).

