SPSS instructions for HW #2: (Your HW document should be exactly 4 pages and ) 

Instructions for problem 4a:

1. Download the file InternationalGasPrices.sav from the website and open this file up in SPSS.

2. Construct a histogram using the following steps in SPSS:

      a. Graphs→Legacy Dialogues→Histogram...

      b. Place “GasPrice” in the variable box by selecting that variable and 
using the arrow.

      c.  Click “OK” 

      d.  You can copy and paste this figure into your word document.

      e.  If you want to alter the number of bars or change other features of the 
histogram, double click onto the figure.  This will bring you into “chart editor”.  After altering your histogram, exit out of chart editor and the original figure will change.  More discussion on SPSS histograms can 
be found on pages 24 through 26 of the SPSS manual (on the course webpage).  

Instructions for problem 4b:

a. To get the mean, median, quartiles, standard deviation, min and max in SPSS:

b. Analyze→Descriptive Statistics→Frequencies

c. Put the “GasPrice” variable into the variable box.

d. At the side of this window, click the “Statistics” box.

e. A new box will appear allowing you to choose the statistics you want calculated.  Check all that apply and click “continue”.

f. Uncheck the “display frequencies table” option in the lower left corner of the Frequencies box.

g. Click OK.  The statistics will show up in a table in the output window. Type or neatly write the proper information into the provided space in your assignment.  Note that the quartiles provided in SPSS are constructed differently than the way we do them in class.  The values you get from SPSS are acceptable in homework assignments (unless stated otherwise), but you should make sure you also know how to calculate these statistics by hand.  

h. To find the minimum and maximum, you can go to the “data” menu,  “sort cases”, and sort by “GasPrice”. 

